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Vidya is given by one who is himself well established
in truth consciousness there will be no lingering doubts
in the bosom of the student.
There are critics who try to prove that Sankara
is here facing his own interpretations upon the text.
According to them Ananya-Prokte-Gatkir-Atkra-Nasthi
must mean a simple and direct translation as: "Not
taught by another, there is no way thither.5' It is
true that this rendering is simple but it is naked and
horrid* Shakuntala's virgin perfections and the viva-
city of her ethereal spirit are not in her skeleton lying
crumbled and burnt on her funeral pyre ! They can
no more smile and send thrills of love through any
one ! Such a direct translation ruins the glorious
beauty of the text.
The above different interpretations are in such
detail taken here only with a view to introducing you
all into the laborious but ultra-intelligent ways in
which Sankara and other commentators have
approached this Sacred Bible of our Religion before
they have concluded and established the Truth of
these Mantras. The potency of intelligence, the quie-
tude of the mind, the serenity of tempo, sincerity,
faith and devotion which these master-minds could
bring to play upon their work, while they were at
their desk, bear something of a medal of extra genius
that we. individually or in teams, can never hope to
gather and apply in our meditations upon these
Mantras. In short, it would be a compliment to our
own intelligence if we were to accept Sri Sankara's